January 13, 1989 LB 30-34, 361, 410-460

CLERK: Mr. President, I do, thank you. I have a reference
report referring LBs 374-409, signed by Senatcr Labedz as Chair
of the Reference Committee.

In addition to that, Mr. President, I have received a
communication from the Chair of the Referenc= Committee
referring the communication received from the University Board
of Regents regarding the University Health Care project. That

has been referred to Appropriations Committee for public
hearing.

Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and reviewed
LB 30 and recommerd that same be placed on Select File; LB 31,
LB 32, LB 33 and LB 34, all on Select File, Mr. President, all
with E & R amendments attached. (See pages 223-26 of the
Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 410-449 by title for the
first time as found on pages 226-49 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, in addition to those items I have notice of
hearings from the Agriculture Committee offered by Senatcr Rod
Johnson as Chair; from the Business and Labor Committee offered

by Senator Coordsen as Chair; from the General Affairs
Committee. That is offered by Senator Smith as Chair. And,
Mr. President, a notice of hearing from Senator Warner as Chair

of the Appropriaticons Committee.
SENATOR HANNIBAL: Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 450-459 by title

for the first time. See pages 236-38 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Mr. President, finally, I have an announc ment the Urban Affairs
Committee has selected Senator Korshoj as Vice-Chair of the
committee.

Senator Rod Johnson would like to add his name to LB 361 as
co-introducer. (See page 238 of the Legislative Journal.)

(Read LB 460 by title for the first time. See page 238 of the
Legislative Journal.)
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March 8, 1989 LB 141, 161, 333, 379, 457, 742

time by title. See page 1027 of the Legislative Journal.)

Ag Committee reports |B 161 to General File with anendnents,
that is signed by Senator johnson; Banking Commttee reports
LB333 to Geeral File with amendnents, and LB 457 to Gener al
File, those signed by Senator Landis gas cChair; Transportation
reports LB 141 to General File with amendments,agnd LB 742 to
General File with anendnents, those signed by Senator |gmp.
(See pages 1028-29 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. Presi dent, Senat or Baack g| VesS notice of cancell ati on of
hearing. That is all that | have at this time, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG

PRESIDENT: Qe will nove on to LB 379.

CLERK: Nr. PrESIdent, LB 379 was introduced by Senator
Hartnett . (Read ti tle.) The bill was introduced on” January 12
of this year, referred to Education. The bill was advanced to
General File. | have no anmendnents to the bill, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT: Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yes, Nr. President, penbers of the body, this
woul d give school districts authority to invest school district
funds in  repurchase agreement. Qurrent |aw allows school
districts to invest school funds in the securities under the
prudent man rule, and really what it doges, it is kind of a
clarifying law is that |arge school districts that receive |arge
amounts of money can invest it within a..before a seven-day

period of time and that is really what it does. Some of the
attorneys for sone of the larger school districts feefntlcw’at this
has to be clarified, and with that, 1 would sk for the
advancenment of the bill, unless there are some questions.

PRESI DENT: Senator Elner, please. No? Okay, did you wish to
close?

SENATOR HARTNETT:  (Nike off ) ...kind of a clarifying.

PRESI DENT: Ckay, the question is the advancement of the bill.

Al those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. It looks like | peed
alittle help, ladies and gentlenen. Record, Nr. Clerk, please.
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February 16, 1990 LB 163, 164A, 226, 260, 457, 571, 838
846, 866, 880, 958, 1003, 1019, 1028
1039, 1062, 1103, 1106, 1113, 1184, 1205
1215, 1229

Senat or Hartnett. (See pages 846-48 of the |egislati ve
Journal.)

Judiciary reportsLB 838 to General File; LB 880, General File;
LB 846, indefinitely postponed; LB 1103 and LB 1205,
indefinitely postponed.

I have amendments to be printed to LB 866 by Senators Lanb,

Haberman, Rogers and Crosby. (See pages848-50 of the
Legi sl ative Journal .)

Nr. President, priority bill designations. Senator Labedz has
selected LB 457. Senator Hartnett for Ur ban Affairs has
selected LB 1106, LB 1229; Senator Conway, LB 260; Senator
Bernard-Stevens, LB 1062; sepator Beck, LB 958; Senator Rod
Johnson, LB 1019; Senator Haberman, LB 1039, a5 one of the
Retirement Systems priority bills. senator Hall's Revenue bills
are LB 1028 and LB 1215; Senator NcFarland, LB 226; senpator
Hef ner, LB 571; and Senator Chizek's personal priority, Lg gé%
and Judiciary Committee's, LB 1003 and LB 1113.

Nr. President, Revenue Committee gives notice of hearing. And
one new A bill, LB 164A by Senator Ashford. (Read. b itle fo
the first time as found on page 850 of the Legi's ativg Sourna S

And, finally, Senator Scofield has amendments to LB 1184 {4 pe
printed. (See page 851 of the Legislative Journal.) That's all
that | have, Nadam Presi dent.

Nadam President, when we left LB 163, the Enrol | nent and Review
amendnents had been adopted. Senator. Johnson had an amendment
to the bill that had been adopted. Senator Naori ssey had
amendnents. Senat or Hefner had his first amendnent adopted.
The bill was bracketed, Nadam President. I now have pending
Senator Hefner's amendment. Senator, this amendnent is on
page 599 of the Journal. | believe...it 's AN2141, Senator, the
bi odegradabl e, Ri ght. Okay.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Hefner, on the anendnent.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, you wll
find this amendnment on page 599. And what this would do, this
would add a tax or a fee on disposable diapers...on
nondegradable di sposable diapers at the rate of 10 cents per
dozen. The tax would be collected by the Department of Revenue
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March 15, 1990 LB 457, 1031, 1059, 1126, 1220
LR 299

of the top 14 or one of 14 or 15 National Cancer Institute
designated research facilities. I think this is a good
investment to make. I do wunderstand frustrations on some
members of the floor. Notwithstanding that, I would urge your
advancement of LB 1220.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question is the advancement of
LB 1220 to E & R Initial. All in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
Please record.

CLERK: 26 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on the advancement of
LB 1220.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 1220 advances. Mr. Clerk, have you items
for the record?

CLERK: A few, Mr. President. A study resolution (LR 299)
offered by Senator Dierks will be referred to the board;
amendments to be printed by Senator Hefner to LB 1059; Senator
Warner to LB 1031; Senator Conway to LB 457. That is all that I
have, Mr. President. (See pages 1389-91 of the Legislative
Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Proceeding to LB 1126.

CLERK: Mr. President, 1126 was a bill originally introduced by
the Health and Human Services Committee and signed by its
members. (Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 12
of this year, referred to Appropriations, advanced to General
File. I do have committee amendments pending by the
Appropriations Committee. (See AM2849 on page 1178 of the

Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Chairman Warner, will you handle the committee
amendments.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, and members of the Legislature,
LB 1126 was introduced, if you look at the title, by the Health
and Human Services Committee and, as I recall, it was the result
of a study that had been conducted by that committee. But as it
was introduced, it was a straight appropriation bill to provide
increases in three specific areas, one of which was the personal
care aides which there was both trained and those who had not
had the amount of training tha. were to be increased. All
these, as I recall, were at the minimum wage. Then there was a
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March 16, 1990 LB 457, 1059, 1141, 1141A
LR 239

boards as provided for inthe LR239 and LB 1141,
nmove that the A bill be advanced. sol would

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any di scussion on the advancement of the bill' ?
Seeing none, those in favor of its advancenent pl ease vote aye,
opposed nay. Have you all voted? please record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 1 nay on the advancenment of 1141A.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 1141Ais advanced. The call is rai sed.
Have you itens for the record, M. derk.

CLERK: Mr . Presi_dent, just one, Senator Nel son has anmendnents
:)ggles 1%59%}13102? %Z‘I rtnh?ed'l_egi -glhgtti {,S ngLIJrInaIt .h)at | have. (See
SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Proceedingto LB 457, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: Mr. President, 457 was a bill introduced by Senator

Schmit.  (Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 13,
referred to the Banking Committee for public hearing. The%;ﬂ I

was advanced to General File.

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Gavel ) The Chair recognizes Senator  gchmit
to open on the bi

SENATOR SCHMIT: M. President and nenbers, LB 457 is a bill
whi ch provides for branch banking in Class VI and VIl counties
in Nebraska, principally, pouglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy
Counties, and allows you can operate any nunber of pranches in
those counties, and | t will, no doubt, result in increased

branch banki ng act|V|ty inthis area. W have al ready this year
enacted sone | egislation which allows for a substantial increéase

in branch banking in the state b{ virtue of the bill, | not
sure which one it was, Senator Landis isn't here, 956, ?én one
or the ot her bUt a bill whi ch al | ows for |nst|tut|ons to

acquire failing S S Ls, and so the branch banking question is
not nearly as volatile as it was 20 years ago of gyen 10 years

or 5 years ago. This bill, as | introduced it back in the éarly
days of the 1989 session, should not be a controversial bill.
You and | know that the savings and loans can branch
unrestricted and do in many cases have a large number of
branches. The banks, of course, have found themselves in
position where for conpetitive reasons the nf nd It necessary té
be able to establish branch facilities. | well recall when the
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establishment of a second auxiliary teller facility were

fighting words in the branching...in the banking industry.
Today the Nebraska Bankers Association, | believe, is neutral on
this bill, as they were.  .in fact, they were supportive of . 1h
bill which allowed the banking institutions to acquire a fai feg
SEclL. That is a statewide gpportunity . This
institution...this bill here pertains p%m y asy tothe three
counties that | have indicated and should not "be  (gntroversial

I think we recogniredon this floor a long time ago that the
expansion of certain types of banking and the changes in certain
types of banking structure was going to occur and will have . to
occur, and it is of interest to me that | have received a nunber
of letters in support frominstitutions outside of these three
counties have askedif it is possible for their znstitutions to
be included in this same kind of an operation. In fact a
nunber of smaller institutions have indicated to ne (pe ould
like very much to be able to establish a branch in one gf tVY1ese
three counties, and try to bring some money from the more

popul ated counties back to the rural areas, and |, frankly, do
not look with disfavor on that idea, but |  recognize that the
idea is probably premature at this tinme. | {hink that we are

going to see in the pext few years some really serious
adjustments in our business econony and in our agricultural
econony. | don't think there is any doubt in anyone's mind p,
that we are going to face some real substantial credit needs in
agriculture and face sonme real substantial needs , the three
counties that | have mentioned here. We have on this fl oor
sometimes with, sometimes without my support enacted a nunber of
bills designed to encourage the location of pusinesses within
this state. Those businesses are only going to cone here if
adequate financing i s available, and if we are going to provi de

adequate financing, wehave to be able to allow these
institutions to broaden their base, gndto secure the degosjts
p

that are necessary so as to be able to finance the new expansion
that will take place. | knowthat there are some persons here
who f eel differently about this bill. They have some
justifiable concerns. | will try to answer any questions anyone
as. I know that over the years there have been some mgj or
accommodations and | appreciate %/he cooperation we have had from

sone of the persons who had originally some gerigus reservations

about this bill. Butl wouldjust like to say that | think this
bill is a necessary step in the transition and that it ought
become | aw. There area nunber of persons here who may want Eo

conment on it, but | would certainly hope that you g support
the bi Il.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. An amendment on the desk,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, the first motion I have, Senator Conway
had an amendment.

SENATOR CONWAY: I would like to withdraw that.
CLERK: Withdraw.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Withdraw it.

CLERK : Mr. President, the next motion I have on the bill is by
Senator Moore. Senator Moore would move to indefinitely
postpone the bill. Senator Schmit, as primary introducer, would
have the option to lay the bill over, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit, your wishes.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Well, first I have a question of Senator Moore.
Senator Moore, seeing as how we have a wall between us here,
invisible as it may be, not having visited with you about this,
is this a friendly kill and are you waiting to see if you get
appointed out there or something? Car you explain to me...?

“ENATOR MOORE: 1It's about as friendly as some of your no votes
the last two days, Senator Schmit. No, it is not.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. Speaker, based upon that answer, honest as
it is, and probably one of the more honest statements you've
made in the last couple of days, Scotty, I think I will lay it
over while I regroup.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. LB 457 is laid over. The next
bill, Mr. Clerk, LB 958.

CLERK.: Mr. President, 958 was a bill originally introduced by
Senator Ashford and by Senator Beck. (Read title.) The bill
was introduced on January 4 of this year, referred to the
Transportation Committee for public hearing. The bill was
advariced to General File. I do have committee amendments
pending by the Transportation Committee. (See pags 723 of the

Legislative Journal.)
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guests, please, of Senator Schellpeper under the north balcony.
We have Bill and Mariam Willers from Stanton, Nebraska. Would
you folks please stand and be recognized. Thank you for
visiting us. Senator Lamb, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR LAMB: Well, Mr. President, 1I've heard a number of
people request reverse order on the floor here, and so I've
never done that. But I would like to do that this morning. And
the reverse order I'm speaking about is General File. I would
like to start at the bottom of General File and work back up in
reverse order, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: We shall have no demonstrations from the floor,
please. (Laughter.) Yes, Senator Moore, did you wish to speak
about that?

SENATOR MOORE: I was assuming it was in jest, and so I won't
dignify it with an argument.

PRESIDENT: I didn't hear him withdraw it. Anybody wish to
speak about this? Mr. Speaker.

SENATOR WITHEM: I would raise a point of order.
PRESIDENT: Senator Withem.
SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, I believe the proper request is that,:if

Senator Lamb is serious about this, would be to file a motion to
change the Speaker's agenda, and would require a 30-vote...30

votes of the members voting in support. I don't believe a
simple request amends the...unless he's asking unanimous
consent. If he is asking unanimous consent, I formally object

in a preemptive objection to his asking unanimous consent.
Otherwise it should be a motion filed, I believe.

PRESIDENT: Okay. Senator Lamb, please.

SENATOR LAMB: Well, Mr. President, since we only have seven
days left or so in this session, unlike some of my colleagues
who have 1lots to say, I will...I will withdraw the motion so
that we can get on with other business.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. We'll move on to LB 1055, please. Oh,

we finished that up yesterday, I understand. So we'll go on to
LB 457, please.

11982



March 28, 1990 LB 457

CLERK: M . President, 457was a bill originally introduced by
Senator Schnit. (Read t|tle) The bill was introduced on
January 13 of last year, at that time referredto Banking
Committee. The bill was advanced to General File. The bill was
di scussed briefly on March 16 of this year, M. President.

that time Senator Scott NMore nmade a notion to indefinitely
post pone. Senator Schmit, as primary introducer, agreed to | ay
the bill over. The motion to |ndef|n|tely post pone i s now
pendi ng, M. President.

PRESI DENT: Senator More, please.

SENATOR MOORE: 1' Il use ny m ke over here to et away from
Senator Schmit's striking distance as ?< about this.
(Laughter.)

PRESIDENT: Goodidea.

SENATOR MOORE: | guess, M. President and menbers, | filed this

kill motion, oh, ten days ago when this bill came . And |
filed it for two basicreasons, the age»old argupn”ents on the
whol e branch banking, it's an ongoi ng issue. This particul ar
bill confines it to 3 counties out of 93, proverbial canel under
the nose's tent and all that. Wil | support this bill? pNo.
As | said on this floor before, | nean, to quote |BJ, if vyou

can't walk into the room and within five minutes know who is
with you and who is against you, you got no pysiness belnﬁ IP
at

politics. And | guess |I' veeen around enough to knowt

don't have the votes for this kill notion. I | so ope |'ve
been around enough to know that Schmt doesn't have the votes to
advance it. So, with that, |I' Il withdraw the kill notion.

PRESI DENT: I'tis withdrawn. Senat Or Schmt woul d yOU like to
talk tous alittle bit about the bill. Ve have amendment
that we' |l take up after you expl aln the bill a I|ttIe bit Is
that okay?

SENATOR SUBMIT:  That will be fine with me, M. President.
M. President and colleagues, | would like to Just address a
coupl e of conments nade by Senator Scotty Moore, end rema e
his withdrawing the kill so that we can proceed to d| uss tth
bill. | understand thereis an anmendnent to the bill.

ahnt
to just address a couple of his comments, because | belleve e
made themin sincerity and they need to pe addressed in that
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sanme regard. First of all, the age-old argunents opposed to
branch banking, we have passed on this f|oor this session
several bills which ought to have negated all of the arguments
against branch banking. W have, for all practical purposes,
statew de branching, virtually unlimted. We have made it
possible for a bank to purchase gng & L and/orbranch or
failing institution, they can do al nost anyt hi ng. What we
propose to do here is to allow, in certain’areas, gone |inited
expi nsi on of branch banking. The question then is why. | have
been told because these particular counties need this kind of
service. |I' || be very frank and honest with you, if | had my
choice I would just as soon it were statew de branching, or
adj acent county branching. | would Ijke very nuch for the bank
in Bellwod to be able to place a facility inh the Cty of Omaﬁa,
because very frankly it's a small bank, it's a bank which today
is servicing a large nunmber of customers and which nay
need...and does npeed additional capital. Ve have, in
David City, a branch of an Omaha bank, and we have a merger with
FirsTier. As | have said earlier, when | carried bills for the
past 15 or 16 yearsthat changed the structure of banking in
Nebraska, | was assured and reassured that agriculture and
i ndustry and i ndividuals would be taken care of. wel Jadies
and gentlenmen, one of the reasons why we changed the structure
of banking in Neéraska is because the traditional sources of
credit did not take care of those needs. | iust ent this
morning with Larry Bare and Norrie Reynol ds, témo gen%Perren with
whom Nr. Noore is very well acquainted, and discussed with them
some of the aspects of the NI FA program For all practical
Eurposes the NI FA programon housing is working well. In all
onesty, the program of jndustrial |oans is not working very
wel | . And, in all honesty, the rogram designed to assist
agriculture is not working at al Ip And it is not necessarily
because of the fault of the individuals who gre involved over
there, it is because of the fault of some of the restrictions
|l aced upon the law by this jnstitution, over i i
Back in Phe 19...m'dd?,e eighties. |t is a fact, ché’ubs’ee%ﬁc' ggﬁé
of the restrictions placed in the |aw by the Congress, \nhichis
an anti-agriculture Congress in nost respects. and|would just

like to say that the bill we have here today provides for
addi tional conpetition, provides for resources” for those three
counties, and eventually, | think, will...and I'm syre my
friend, Kurt Yost out there, is junping up and down and saying |
told you so, but eventually wll Provi de the basis as to why
there needs to be nore conpetition all across the ggate. An

onein the country can go into conpetition with ne, farning,
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feeding, anything I do. But we have set artificial parriers
toward conpetition in this statefor many years. p\pst of those
barriers have come down. | would have to say that nost of the
time the bankers in this state had to be brought kicking and
screaning into the |Legislative Chanber to agree to those
changes. I f it had not beerfor the changes we nade years ago,
we woul d have seen substantially greater numbers of .bank
failures and we would know a substantial nunber ofe conmuni tres
that_V\DU| d, _t O_da_y1 have less and fewer...and less adequate
banking facilities than we have at the present tine. Byt

I adi es and gentlemen, | can count on the fingers 4t two hands
the letters |I' ve received congratulating nme, in the East 1gn
16 years, for having carried those bills. Even those ersons
who wanted them wusually assume they got them by their own
efforts. But, |adies and gentlenen, the reason we need to do
this is not because of the banks but because of the people of
the State of Nebraska, the people whoneed the credit. I
woul dn"t introduce the bill in this instance for any reason,
except the fact that | know the people in those counties need
those facilities andneed those services. Andas soon as they
are recognized and as soon as they are acknowledged and as gggn

as they are performng well in those areas, we will see the
denmand increase for additional services like ones {hat can be
provided through this bill in other areas of the state. | know
someone will tell ne, and |' ve been chastised and criticized Por

many years by some of ny friends in the banking industry, 5n4we
have many fine institutions out there who have taken a real
i nterest in their comunity and have done well, and |
congratulate themfor it. ladies and gentlenen, if you drive
into a community you can tell by the attitude of the’comunity,
by the aptitude of the community, andby the growth of the
comunity, whether or not you have good banking facilities and

adequate banking facilities in that comunity. You have tq
remenber also that some parts of this state are just not as
flush with resources as are others. And so the free fl ow of
capital fromone area to another is inportant. |'ye had enough

experience in this area to know that there are tinmes when. the

nost aggressive banker in a comunity needs additional capital.

Unl ess you have the structure in place, you are not going to pe

able to allow that capital to nmove. Soneone has said this is a

bill for Norwest, this is a bill for PirsTier, this i? a bill
il

for soneone el se. Ladi es and gentlenen, it is ab to all ow
those banks to service the people of these counties in the
manner in which they need to beserviced. | will be the first

to tell you that | amnot totall y pleased with the way the
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services are being rendered at the present tine, gnd by some of

these same institutions. But, again, | think efforts ‘are being
made to provide service. Wy should we continually restrict the
conpetition for these institutions when it js the people who
have to paythe price? | did alittle survey of interest rates
for agriculture and for business across the State of Nebraska.
I didtwo surveys. | did one on the amount of interest paid on
a CD of $10,000 and $100,000.  andl then | asked for the interest

rate charged for farmloans and for business |gans in roughly
those same capacities. Ladies and gentlenmen, the interest rate
that was being paid on deposits varied from?7 percent 9 9
and a half, fromtime to time. Theinterest charged, the
interest charged on those kind of |oans ranged from9 percent to
18 percent, 9 percent to 18 percent. Wi in the world is going
to pay 18 percenton aloan, a business loan, if they have any
other alternative'? But, if thereis g3 fence, an artificial
barrier built around a community, and that individual is fenced
inand is locked in, |adies and gentlenen, they have no (pgice.

Now someone says all you have to do is go down the road to
anothe- bank. We know better than that. The most suspici ous
person in the city is an individual who comes from anot her
comunity to request a loan froman out of town bank. And ,

l'adies and gentlemen, you can imagine the response that the
banker fromthe out of town bank gets When he calls the honmetown

banker and says, what about John Doe, yhat kind of a credit risk
is he? The first question is, what's he doing over there? The

second statenment s, well, | wouldn't |oan him any money.
Ladi es and gentlenmen, there have been.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: .. .some substantial inprovenents in banking
Nebraska in the last 20 years. There have been some substanti al
i mprovenents in the business activity, but you do not have that,
you do not have that unless you have adequate banking
opportunities. | want to say one noie thing, | am gne of tﬂe
few persons probably on this floor who has cautionea a%out t he
possibility, in fact | believe the probability of a recession
within a few years in this state and in this nation. | ggies and
gentlemen, if and when that should take  place, you can be
certain that you are going to need strong banking facilities ;,

this state. | said for many years we do not need nore banks, e
need stronger banks. | think that | was proven right. | think
again that what we are proposing to do here today j|| provide

stronger banking facilities and a stronger line of credit for
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the business community, the agricultural comunity and the
individuals in this state. | believe the hill is a desirable
bill, and I would ask that you vote for it. I'n conclusion |
want to say once again it is a very negative factor on this
floor to stand here and say, | told you so. pByt, if we had not
assed those bills that changed the structure of banking in
braska in the seventies and the eighties, would have had
many nore failures and many nore busi ness fa\fufures and many nore

farmfailures than we had. | would suggest that we ought to try
to continue to do what we have started’in the-past.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Mr. Clerk, we have an amendment.

CLERK: M. President, Senator Conway woul d nove to amend the
bill. Senator Conway's anmendnent, | believe, M. President, g
found on page 1390 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: Senator Conway.

SENATOR CONWAY: Thank you, M. President and nenbers. Oon

page 1390, as the Clerk read, is the anendment that originally

was pri nted there, and you can refer to that particular

amendment . Currently, under the banking statutes it 3lljows an

institution, a primary institution that naintains a charter,

oppor t unj tP,' to have five auxiliary facilities associated with
i

that mainline bank or, as this bill will now refer to them as
branches, can nean five detached facilities. whave a unique
situation in this state with one bank, and that's all that this
amendnent really addresses is a one bank situation. But from
time to time a situation or a unique situation will fall through
the cracks, and that js what this amendment is intended to
address. CQurrently, that uniquesjtuation is Norwest Bank, they
have three separate charters in the state. They have one in
Omaha, one in Lincoln, and one in Belleyvue. W'th the charters
that they have, they currently have the right to have these five
branches affiliated with each of those three charters. s they
were to merge any of these charters together, a|| three of them
or two of them say the Lincoln and Omaha charter be merged
together, which they may want to do for efficiency, management
concerns and the like, whatthey would do, with the passage of

this bill then, is would lose their right to their five branches

that they currently have. And, so in theory really what this
amendnent does is allows themto keep their right, even though
those five branches that they have a right to now nmay or may no

be in operation. What this amendnment allows themto do then is
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to say, even though, if you would like to perge following.the
I anguage and the letter of the law, you will not |ose the Tight
to have those facilities. They have that right now So. wha
this amendnent really does is provides a sustaining oppoftunlty
for themto keep t he I’Ight t hat they Current|y have to t hese
five detached facilities. Again, it's a uni que situation, only
woul d apply to Norwest in this situation. But because of the
fact that they do have three separate charters, and for
management purposes in the near future they may want to merge
those together, and | am asking that we not strip themof their
rights to have these five facilities associated with those three
separate charters they currently have. so, with that, | of fer
the motion to attach this amendnent to LB 457. |f anyone has
any questions, |I'd be glad to try to address those.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Nay | introduce some guests Senator
Hanni bal . In the south balcony we have 69 eighth grage students

from Nary Our Queen School in Oraha with their teacher. \ouid
you fol ks please stand and be recognized by the Legislature.

Thank you for visiting us today. Senator Landis, did you wi sh
to speak on this anendnent, please, followed by Sehator Crosby.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr Speaker, menbers

Senat or Conway' s arrendn'epnt i s the jockey, [Ju% h§enatgrg Ssclh We
bill is the horse, and | want to talk Just briefly about the
jockey and the horse in this case. "mgoing to oppose the
anmendnent and the bill. I'm not qmte as adama i
opposition to the amendnent as | amto the bill, but I do reca'inl

and | appreciated Senator Schmit's clarity at t he begi nni ng when
he said 457 is necessary, these counties need this services was
his words. He said, these counties, and there are three of them
that are affected by this bill, they need this service. NowlI'm
up for reelection, and it's time to go door to door gnd | was
down on one of my neighborhoods, yesterday, going door to door
and knocked on the door, an elderly wonan came to the door, well

dressed but not richly dressed just very carefully ghqg neatly
dressed, ~an older wopman, white hair, small house. yery, very
clean yard, hard work, flowers in a flower box, and | said | was
running, and she said, oh, I'mglad you're here, | want to iglk

about a burning issue, it's rea?ly,, reaII inportant in ny life.
And it was clear there was a flush of emofion on her face; and |

said, well, let nme guess, your property taxes are too high.

she said, well, they are, I'malnost run out of ny house by tﬂe
cost of staylnglnthls home, but that's not it. And said,
wel |, what, drugs in the streets, there have been sone drlve by

11988



Aarch 28, 1990 LB 457

shootings or the like, are you afraid for your hone? .She gjq

well, | do have somefear, some trepidation, there have been
some shots in the nei ghborhood, and I, frankly, ama little
afraid to go out at night, but that's not it. | said, well,

maybe it's health care, cost of health care rising, ver
expensive. Are you afraid that you won't be able to get nedi caY
health care? And by this tinme therare just tears welling up
in her eyes, andshe says, well, no, | mean | do think health
care is costly, but, gosh, | just don't think that Norwest has
enough banking charters in Lincoln and that's the problem that
really sets me off therocker. wel|, | don't know about you,
but judging by the quick analysis of ny district, | don't know
whether these counties need these services and it's a crying
public issue. | would guess that she probably was unlike others
in this case. | don't think that this woman coul d be found on a
survey, nor could we, if we didalist of the top 20 public
needs in eitherLincoln or Omhaor Sarpy County would we find
that we needed nore detached facilities for panks, nor do we
need more charters, nordowe needto pass457. Thepublic 's
interest isn't involved in that bill ~ne whit. You know. that
there is no woman out there in ny district who says that,gnq
there isn't one in yours either. There isn't a single person in
this state who says crying, with tears in their eye please
don't help me with propertytax, don't help me Wih $ehed s,
don't help me with safety, but please help mepy having make
sure that thereare nore bank charters in this'state. pjggse
Lord, let nme have nore of those little bank places we can giick
those cards in, that's what's going to nake ny life better? Tye
need nore detached facilities. \Weneedto changethe corporate
structure for banks, that's going to solve the problens of this
state. No. What this bill does is says that you can have e
branches in three counties of the state than any of the other
90 counties. It says we can have bank corporate structures ¢qr
90 counties that are different than bank structures in three
counties.  Why? | don't know. Wuldwe pass out economic
opportunity in that way? Would we say, you canuse the
corporation west of Cojunbus, but you' ve got to use the

partnership east of Columbus. You can use a sole propri etorshi?l
north of the Platte, but you can't use that corporate form sout

of the Platte. We wouldn't do it.
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR LANDI S: We woul d not say that youcan have a certain
structure of business, depending on which county you |ijye in.
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If you' regoing to have econom c opportunity, if you' re going to
have a Corporate structure authorized by | aw, then that
corporate structure ought to be the same whether vyou're doing
business in Gering, whether it's Plattsmouth, “whether it 's
Beatrice or Lincoln, whether any businessman who is doing that
business could put theirs into a subchapter Sora closed
corporation, or a limted partnership, but you wouldn't say to
them | tell you what, if you live in this kind of a county you
can't use that corporate structure, gndif you live in that kind
ofa county you can.  Now there certainly are differences
between counties in size and population and the like.  But,

frankly, when the law tells corporations when they can sell

stock, what kind of stock they can sell, what their board of
directors should be Iike, how many branches theg should have
te '

they should treat every corporation in this st the sane,

that the rules are binding on everyboc vy,. S0
PRESIDENT: Time.
SENATOR LANDIS: ...not the ones that are west of the...of

Columbus, or north of the Platte, or who have counties that
start with K

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR LANDIS: Inthis situation we should reject LB 457
because that is the principle jnvolved in the bill. It's’
unnecessary, and it doesn't have a sensible policy {hat should
be good for the entire state.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Crosby, did you wish to speak on
the anmendment'?

SENATOR CROSBY: I'm going to take a leaf out of Senator
Landis's book, Nr. President. Thank you. And. ..cause |l 'm t
sure | understand the amendnentnor the bill, so I' |l just talk
about what...the feelings | have about the bil.l. d 1 knew
there wasn't any lady at the door, David, | underst oéﬂ that very
qui ckly. But oddly enough, | do have sonme constituents who have
called me, voting averaﬁe citizen types, who have called me
about this bill, because they bank at one of the what |'l]I
call...what we used to call the country banks. Theypank at a

smal | town. They like it because it's almost a "one-on-one
situation, It's very personalized banking, it's g small
operation and they like that. They have some problenms right now
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even that they' ve called ne about that the Banking Departnent

has ruled that they can't bank by mail. They can still bank by
mail, but they have to pay the postage, yp to a certain, | don' t
know what date, there is a rule now that Phe Banking  pepartment

says that the bank cannot pay the postage, which is sonme sort of
fine line when you' re starting to describe branch banking and so

on. So | have had calls fromother tharbankers. | want to
make that clear fromthe very beginning, because in ny §istrict
I seemto have a lot of bank presidents, shall | say, and other
types who are for the bill. | have one wl is definitely
against the bill. So... andi.hen this country bank is for the
bill. And | have constituents who are banking there, sng| als
have a constituent at that particular country bank who is a goog

friend and is part of the famly that founded that bank. So. if

you think I'mconfused, you can see why, because this bill is
extrenely conplicated. The only thing that I'd like to say, and
then I'd like...well, I'd |jke to ask Senator Schnit just to
answer a couple of questions. Byt in defense of banking, in
general,.

PRESI DENT: Senator Schmt, please.

SENATOR CROSBY: ...I"mnot an economist, |I'mnot a banker,
mnd doesn't work that way. Al | know isyouput moneyin and,
if you watch your checkbook and so on, you tan take sone out, if
you don't overdraw. But when you stop and think of the panking

structure in our country and in our state, it is a very
conplicated and fragile structure. The big banks, as people
like to make them | ook |ike these types of Characters that don' t
care about people, | don't think that's true at all. Tpe big
banks are really the structure that holds the whole system up
And | know how'|'mgoing to vote on this bill, gyen though it' s
Very. d| ff| CUl t, because, as | say, | have one constituent in
particular who doesn't like the bill. sepator Schmit, | wonder
if you would just...l'"mgoing to give you the rest of ny time to

answer just a couple of questions, or discuss why you might
think that what we cal| the suburban banks in Lincoln do Aot

(Ijike t he biIIh, L_olrlinstance, Havel ock Bank is part of that, they
on't want the bill. FirsTier and so on, | wunderstand wh
they're for it. And then this small town in Lancaster County,

why is there such a divergent opinion and the Nepraska Bankers
came in neutral? So you can have the rest of ny tine and thank
you.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thankyou, Senator Crosbhy.
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PRESI DENT: Senat or Schm t.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Each i nstance which you have outlined, of
course, is a matter of personal point of viewrelative as to how
the passage of the bill will inpact that bank. he bank...the
smal | bank, which you named does not |ike the bi-IrI, is [ msure
concerned that it will provide additional conpetition {43 +the

which they perhaps feel is maybe not needed, but al so m'ght Bne’
financially unsatisfactory to them The small bank which you

indicate |ikes the pj||, no doubt feels that they can
compete, ..

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR SCHM T: .. .that they would ||ke ver much F]O e able to
draw sone of those resources from another arga V\ﬁlc t hey cannot

get at the present time. As | said earlier, 3 small bank in ny
community would Jike to be able to have the bill expanded so
they could put a branch in a larger community, because they need
the additional funds. And I'msure that's why ¢ he small bank

and the small...the pank in the small community would like to
see the bank or the bill pass, because jt would provide them
access to capital which they do not have inp their small
comuni ty, which would then in turn ga|ljow them to service a
growing area of the county and a growing market. | think that
it has to be viewed in the context of each individual sjtuation

and also how the owners and management of that particul ar
institution viewtheir role in the comunity.

PRESI DENT: Selnator Schmit, may | interrupt. Senat or Crosby's
time, but you' re the. next speaker, so you have five mnutes now.

SENATOR SCHM T: Well, thank ycu. ||, of course, | recognize
that there isn't any way that a person of my agricultural

background can conpete on this floor with aperson such as
Senator Landis who has a background that ;g {otall y different

than mine and | do not nmean law. Sepator Landis is an expert in
the area of acting, and a very fine one and ought to be a
en

professional. In fact, sonetines, ator Landis, | {hink you
are and you were atyour very best this morning. |; was almost
one of those times when | wi shed that I had not carried the
bill, but I' ve done that before and | usually, in my own way,
get along fairly good and sonetines when | don't jt'g probably
because | don't have such a good bill. That may be what is
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happeni ng here this nmorning. Byt we did advance, from the
Banking Committee, LB 956. | B 956 is a bill which | said
earlier allowed any bank in this state to buy any S 6 L that g
in difficulty and | amsure there will be plenty of
opportunities for that to occur. Now the question is this. Why
is it noral, legal, ethical, proper, desirable, financially safe
for an institution to buy an institution that is in trouble that
was not formerly a bank, why is it okay for themto do that and
It's such a terrible thing to allow this to occur on a planned,
managed, regul ated basis? Certainly, | have said on the f|oor
many times, we have far too many financial institutions. Tphe
situation in which the savings and loans find thenselves today
is due in part, not totally, but in part to the fact that there
may have been too nmuch expansion in certain areas of facilities,
not of resources, but of facilities. 5o this Legislature, this
Banking Conmittee in its wisdomsaid, okay, so the Schnit S 6 L
is going to go down, we' re going to let the Landis bank come
and buy it and make it a branch. That's good, not bad at all.
Saves the institution for the conmmunity. But it is a branch, it
is a branch, ladies and gentlenen., it's a branch o tne pank
It can be in Podunk, it can be in Colunbus, it can be in HelrI ‘s
Acre, it can be anyplace, pyt it's a branch and it is
accept abl e. And there wasn't any big hue and cry. | 4iq not
hear anyone fromthe banking industry come forward and say,
well, why don't you just let it go down. The reason it got into
difficulty was because it wasn't needed. Theysaid,  oh, no, let
the bank of so-and-so cone in and buy the inhstitution and keep
providing services. Now, with reference to the constituent that
Senat or Landi s had who was so concerned about the banks and | do
appreciate that, Senator Landis, because who knows?' That
|nd|v: dual lféﬂy be OUththe_red._ _Yé)u Irray not have met that person
et. wou suggest that individual person

)tl:om' ng down hegrg cheeks m ght have %een comwnas%om}rﬁgrrschgg&g
because this State of Nebraska has already this session ggne
sone things that maybe she doesn't like. “npyhe | even did sone
of those things. But if you take a look at your paycheck \ypen
you go home tonight, ladies and gentlemen, | ook at vyour
deductions, probably the nost inportan reason that |ady as
sheddi ng tears was because we' ve already taken 40 percent of her
income away from her before she ever got to the bank to put
the...check in there. | alnpst swore, but I didn' t. The other
thing is, the | ady probably realizes that before she gets her
car down to the shopping center or to the bank, sheis going to
pay gasoline tax, she is going to pay excise taxes on sone Ot her
things, she is probably going to get rid of another 10 or 12 or
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15 percent of her money.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: S0 of all the nmoney she takes in, she has
control over |ess than palf of it. Why? Because
wel | -intenti oned persons such as you and I, with only the pu%ﬁjl [+

good at stake, are telling themhow to spend hal f of that noney
by virtue of the fact that we' re going to take it away from you
and we're going to spend jt wi seldy for the goods and the
services that you need but can't provide for yoursel and some
of themthey can. Some of themthey may not want. gone of t hem
they don't need. Some of them they would absol uteﬂy refuse to
buy if they had a choice, but we have decided gtherwise.
Senator Landis, | go back to the farmevery night. | stop in
Bruno and Val paraiso and David Cty and Rising Gty and praque

I don't get very many people's conplaining either about WhAPNer
or not Norwest gets another charter, but I get an awful |, o
advi ce on sone of the other bills and | have to say that sonme 0%
it | don't agree with, but some of it | do and they give it to
me anyway.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR SCHMIT: | woul d suggest that maybe this jnstance here
is something where the public is being served and ought to be
served better. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. sSenator Conway, you're the |ast |ight.
Did you wish this to be your closing?” Okay, you are closing.

SENATOR CONWAY: Thank you, M. President andmenbers. ggpator
Landi s raised some good points, but | think by the ¢zme token
if we look at the whole banking structure question over the
years, it was about 10 years ago or less that this body, luckily
before | washere, spent a great deal of tinme discussing how
long the pneumatic tube should be between the main bank and any

auxiliary facility. They finally settled, andi ou look i

the bill in the ol d Ianglage. thdy settlod &30 ¥t Wo have
made some drastic structural changes gjnce that i but
Senator Landis in his discussion, | assume that he woulé Irln?de to
see statewi de branching gpparently . He wanted this even
treatment for literally everyone® and everyone should be the

same. W've got a very highly regulated jpg t hat
historically we have treategfinancial institutiorllsn cHSft{é/rently?
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depending on the type and the nature of the city or the density

of the population where they are located, |would draw your
attention to a question that was in front of {phe body, or at

least in commttee earlier this year, relative to financial

institutions Selling i nsur ance. We | ook at C|ty popu|ati0ns
over 100,000, in those comunities a financial “institution is
not allowed to sell insurance. Andby both state and federal

regulation, in conmunities, small comunities across the state,
those financial institutions are allowed to do ¢t phj ngs that we
don't allow the large city banks to do. s histori cally, have
treated financial institutions differently that are Iocatéd in
the cities versus the rural areas with the intent to try to
provide a means by which the ultimate consumer and the citizenry
is going to be best served through those operations. Speaking
to this, |'m really speaking to the bill as rmuch as | am ny
amendment, but as we process legislation dealing wWith +ipancial
institutions, you traditionally are going to find us offering
uni que situations describing one, LancaSter or Douglas county
differently than we do our other counties. This is nothi ng new
to a way we have dealt with things in the past. In many cases
it is a bit of a canmel's nose under the tent. We allow a
certain community to change their structure, change their style
nf doing business, nonitor that. If it works well and if the
citizenry is well served, then we may step into the next ygcade
of opportunity that. of changing various structures again to
try to best serve the citizenry. | think if we | ook at both
anendnent and this |legislation that Senator Schmt has brought
before us is an attenpt to venture out 5 |ittle bit farther
give us a little bit of a change to see whether or not it is in
the benefit of the citizenry of the State of pNepraska relative
to the financial services so wefe not doing anything t?lat is
uni que, anything that is especially different i{han what we've
done in the past and that's treating netropolitan and highly
densely popul ated counties differently tnhan we do the rural
areas. As Senator Schmit pointed out, there are a |ot of these
smal | banks would |ike a broader opportunity , banks in David
City or banks in Wayne, Nebraska or wherever, that may I1ke to
have a branch facility in Lincoln or Omha where the people seem
to be flooding into and many of these small communities are
losing population. W' re not even stepping near that far at
this point, we're sinply going out to those county edges | . .hq;
than the limitationwithin the metropolitan city limts. gq
with that, | offer ny amendment and hope that you " j|  support
the amendment and | also will be supporting|B457 as an
opportunity for Nebraska citizenry to be better served in peir
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financial needs.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of the
Conway anendnent. All those in favor yote aye, opposed nay.
Record, Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on adopti on of Senator
Conway's amendment.

PRESI DENT: The Conway anendnent is adopted. Jystin the way,

it is my understandingthat what ou're hearing will be a
tornado warning or tornado drill but we're not |eaving The
instlrlucti ons areto stay her% and pay_%tltention to business, go
we' try toignore it as much as possible. Thank ou An

ot her further amendnents on the bill, Nr. Clerkt.; you. 4
CLERK: Nr . President, Sepator Warner would moveto amend
LB 457. (Warner amendnment appears on page 1656 of the

Legi sl ative Journal.)

SENATOR WARNER: ~ Nr. President, penbers of the Legislature, this
is a piece of legislation that |1'd probably be siart to stay in
my seat since | saw there were two banks that gappeared at the
hearing over in my district, gone for it and one against it,
which | eaves me | suppose in the mddle, but as | was “|jstenin

to the discussion this norning about how this woul d be goog 1Lolg
a statew de purpose, | thought well, if that's right, then maybe
that's what we OUght to do. So the anmendnment | put up there
struck the reference to the countiesover 60, 000. It just
Sl nply makes 1t .St at-e\Nl de. | assun‘e the argun‘ents _are
applicable statewide if they are applicable to three counties.
It seened reasonable at least. Andl thought!l would see how

the body would feel. There isn't any difference, you know, once
you get outside the city limits of Lincoln, I'mtalking about
Lancaster County, there isn't any difference once you get
outside the city limts. |It's rural area and small towns. |t'g

like  Seward Caunty or any number of other counties across the
state, the differences is none as a matter of fact. angthen I
got to thinking back how we do these things. Thescript is
usual |y the sane, sonething that is controversial we [imt to an
area in which in this case it's roughly 21 senators from those
three counties, 28 of you unaffected, soyoucan vote anyway
you mght like. And then of course, after it gets enacted in
those three counties, then you have. g couple of years from now
you have 21 senators who areunaffected because they already
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have it, and so then all you' ve got to do is pick up four or
five more and you have it statewide. And it would seemto ne
that if the arguments are that it is beneficial, then those
benefits ought to be statewide. |n fact, that is what was said.
So if t he amendment | have drafted is drafted correctly,gnq |
just sat here and wote out and struck the language, | peljeve,
that ~refers to the counties of 60,000 and over by
classification, and I would urge that the body adopt it pecause
as a practical matter, that is exactly what you are dealing
with. As a practical matter, over a period of four ears or
maybe six, this is what will be enacted, and if if is good
public policy, then it ought to be. it may as well be done now.
There is no advantage, no reason, no logic'to do it pieceneal

ot her than the fact you can divide the body on votes.
Twenty-ei ght now of you are unaffected or thereabouts and |

three or four years 21 of us will be unaffected or thereabout Isn
and it makes it much sinpler to enact this kind of |ggislation
I think we ought to direct the issue which is the gea\ I ssue,
and that is whether or not it would be statewide pecause that
in effect, is what we're doing. '

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schnmit, on the Warner amendment,
foll owed by Senator Landis and Senator Nel son.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President, yesterday Senator Chambers
wanted to know if the senior menbers of this Legislature qy|d,
their votes could count for double. If I have sold Senator
Varner on the merits of this bill to the extent that he is
willing to support it statewide, |'msure that ought to count
for something with some of the rest of you who might™ pLaye bpeen
I ess than enthusiastic. | appreciate, Senator Warner, your
wi | l'ingness to help Bellwod out so e can w a branch in

Lincoln, and |I'm going to accept you on that because we can use
the funds out there. We're going to do it because | just found
out al so, you know, that the vast majority of the N FA noney L#or
housing goes to Lincoln and Omha. nNow there is a scattering of

it goes across the state, nostly first class cities, but the
vast majority of it goes to Lincoln and Omaha. Wth the sad

state of the S Sc LSinthiS country, ith the ailure of
Commonweal th and the failure of State SECEI/I’H\:NIJES and tLe arl ure
Of. Fr ankl_l n, yOU' re goi ng to see the need for housi ng loans
being shifted more and nore to banks and | woul d suggest that
maybe, that if we were to expand this across the state like
Senat or Warner woul d suggest, that nmaybe we can get sone of that
taken care of outstate, we mght get aranch out in Bellwood
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that would do business with NIFA so that we could get a phoysing
loan in Bellwod for soneone out there. | doubt we'd ever have
an agricultural loan, but we might get a housing | oan
Obviously, the rural banks havenot beentoo concefned about
doing business with NIFA, but the institutions here in the (j
of Lincoln, City of Omaha, being more oriented toward the
benefits that we |adle out here and the housing industry jige|f
b, ing aware of it, take advantage of it. So this is an
advantage that could be transferred to qgutstate Nedraska with
Senator WArner's amendnent, and | t hink he's right. Being
honest sonetines, Senator Warnex, doesn't rrake you popul ar, but
| believe you are rijght, It' sinevitable what is going to
happen. We' ‘ve already got it. We've already got ¢  |B 956
carried by the Banking Conmmittee, lays it across the st'ate.

jump up and down and cry and beg and ol ead when you got it?
most, M. Kurt Yost, nost bitter opponent of branched banking,
can buy an S & L branch in his hometown any tine he wants and

he'd havea branch. But, oh, no, the bill comes under 457, bad
bill; 956, good bill. Ladi es and gentlemen, g3 pranch is a
branch is a branchis a branch. Now how ridi cul ous can you get?7

remenber, like Senator Conway said, the length gf the
pneumatic tube was inportant. | will never forget the time when
we anended a bill on the floor here back in fthe days pefore

First . of Lincoln were so enl i.ghtened and we provided that a
branch had to be only X nunber of feet from Cci

and the next nmorning a friend of mne in the II:I rstnmatlonaﬁ Bank

was out there measuring,stepping it off, to see if he cane in

or not. To his chagrin he was outside by about 20 feet and he

thought it ~was an accident. |t wasn't any accident. \we knew
how to get his support. \we fought over the |ength of the
pneumati c tube, we fought over how many feet it could be froma
main facility, wefought over all sorts of things. When
introduced the bill in 1973 that prow ded for a second auxili ary
teller facility, you would have thought | was opening up the
banks to Jesse Janmes and Bill Hickok.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: It's been nothing but good for the industry and
has been good for the people of the state, gnd | think Senator
Warner's amendment is good for the people of the state.
Probably a goodidea, senator Warner, that comes along now

because as you say otherw se, five or si.x years from now,
soneone who is not quite as enthusiastic about it as | am might

be carrying the bill and nmy chances of being heregt that tinme
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are very slim if at all, so | would support the amendnent

you to support the amendment and it ought to bring into the fo?d
all the rest of my rural senators who have beensomewhat
reluctant to join in the support of LB 457.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDI S:  Senator Schnit and | agree on this one.

woul d suggest that the Warner amendnment is the appropriate way
to face this public policy issue. |t is the riaght way to frame
the issue. The question should be, do we want branch”banking in
this state or not? That's a good, clear, straight-up question
that we shoul d ask ourselves. There is a case to be made for
it, there is a case to be nmade against it. In that sense | will
j0|n with Senator Schmit and vote for the Warner arrendmant
Once it is adopted, that then is the question before us, |
think that deservesour best analysis as to whether we support
it or not. What is nost pernicious, however, is the j4ea that
this is a concept that we will only incul cate in three countles
and alter, if you will, the mx between the rights of bank
charters in 90counties from the rights of bankcharters in
three counties. Al l of those charters should have the same
rights, it seens to me, and the Warner amendment woul d al | ow us
to consider that question on the basis unto which it  ghould be

nmost appropriately deci ded. "1l be happy to vote for the
Warner amendment. Of course, then let's tal k "@about 457 as good
law, but we will have faced the question squarely and

appropriately.
PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Nel son, please.
S ENATOR NELSON: Nr . Speaker, this is somewhat a learning

process for ne, not havingserved in the Banking Conmittee and
so on and so | truly amtrying to sort through |g457 since |

cone from a community that has both |arge banks and snall er

banks and independent banks very near. Needless to say, | 've
had input fromall sources on this bill. | didn'0 feel myself
know edgeabl e enough and | still don' t. | had the very sane
idea as  Senator \Warner. Mhy not allnw branch banking
countywi de, or if you' re going to do that almost open it up
st at ew de. Ny question this norning to 'some of the peopl e that

were on the phone with me, all right, if...what's wong with
smal | town banks being able to put "a branch bank inGran
Island? Well, | don't know. They can give the personal service
and so on that we may or may not )ée abl e to. | don't Kknow if
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that's quite fair, but then in the very same conversation and
al nost the sane sentences, |'mnot quite sure whether the small
town should be allowed to come into Gand Island, put | guess
it's all right for Gand Island to go out to the gnyg|| towns. so
I have a little problemwi th that line of thinking. andI, too,
| said, well, if |I knew enough and had enough tine to work on
this, | think I would put an anendnment | have countvyw de
branch banking and then that way we vvoufg not be singling out
one or the other. | see the 60,000 inhabitants per county. I
think not too nmany years down the road Hall County then would be
included with this bill,so it's not necessarily just an Oraha
or a Lincoln bill, so at this point I will only listen but I 4qg

support  Senator Warner and | mght ask Senator Warner, have |
interpreted, Senator Wrner.

PRESIDENT: Senator Marner, will you respond?

SENATOR NELSON: ...have | interpreted this right'? This woul
al rost just allow wi de open branch banking county to county an
my amendnment what | was considering was county to county I
guess it isn't fair to a city that is right on the edge of a
county either.

PRESI DENT: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: | woul d just comment, Senator Nelson, you still
have the linmit of five, | believe, in the current law, g4

SENATOR NEI SON: Of course, in ny area they don't paye five |
gues but thank you. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Just to answer Senator Nelson's question,
Senato_r Nelson. Under L8956, we re_a“y a|ready ha_ve statewide
branching. We have statew de branching under certain conditions
and Senator Landis is right, Senator Warner is right. Wh
sho(ljjl d we ha\\/ﬁ] it rL]mdle(rj certain conditions and not under certal
condi tions? Why should we say you can p,v a roke financial
institution and nmake it into a bank, but y¥)u canbt buy a Heaﬂthy
one, Or you can't pranch to set up a healthy one'? We have
st at ewi de branching under 956 and | dorr)ft t hi nk |yt‘ s all bad.

had some reservations about it, but |I don't think it's bad and |
think this is a much better solution really.
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PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Warner, would you |ike to cl ose

on your amendment, please? No? And the question is the
adoption of the Warner amendnent. Al| those in favor vote aye
opposed nay. Senator Warner, please. '

SENATOR WARNER: Nr. President, | guess it's probably necessary
to ask for a call of the house.

PRESI DENT: Okay. The question is, ghall the house go under
call?" All thosein favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record,
Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 10 ayes, 1 nay to go under call, Nr. President.

P RESIDENT: The_mkyou The house is under call. Please record
your presence if you' relight is not on. please look up to see
if it is or not, and turn it on, please. Tho not in the

Chanber, pl ease return to the Chanber and record your presence.
Pl ease return to your seats so we can see Who iS here and who

isn't. It makes it a little easier fromhere if you' d cooperate
along that |ine. Thank you. Looki ng for Senator \Vesely,
Senator Wthem Senator Peterson. Senator McFarland Senator

Chanbers. Senator Warner, did you wish to have call in

SENATOR WARNER: Let's doa roll call. It would probably be
faster.

PRESI DENT: Okay, roll call has been request ed. We' re still
| ooking for.. oka y, Senator Warner, we'll proceedeven though a
couple are still m ssing, and the question, |adies and
gentlemen, is the adoption of the Warner arrendrrent,ro” cal |
vote, Please hold your conversation down so the...(gavel)

pl ease hold vyour conversation down so the Clerk can hear your
response. It is difficult sometinme. nNr. Clerk, the roll call.

CLERK: (Read roll call vote.) 25 ayes, 7 nays, Nr. President,
on the adoption of the amendnent.

PRESIDENT: The Warner anendnent i s adopted. The call is
raised. Nr. Clerk. Nay | introduce our doctor of the day. He
lives in Senator Ashford's district. W have Dan Hal m of Omaha.
Doctor, would you please stand so we may recogni ze you and thank
you. And we thank you and appreci ate your services for the day.

CLERK: | have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.
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PRESIDENT:  Okay, we're nowv on the advancenent of the bill.
Senator Schmit, do you wish to talk on the gdvancenent of the
bill ?

SENATOR SCHM T: M . President and nmenbers, the bill is now, g
Senat or Warner has explained it, g pill which has more broad
i npact upon the state than was originally intended, but it does
not alter the basic fact that in Nebraska we already have

statewi de branching. What we do have is some regul atory and
sone controls and some indications of growth that can be
utilised as the banks decide to nove into this area. | think

that we have seen on this floor over the years a remarkable
progression in the devel opnment of banking in the State of
Nebraska. Some of it has been good, sone of it not so good, but
all of it | think has been well debated on this f|gor. There
have been very few bills that have passed on the floor that were
not passed without a substantial amount of debate. This pill
has been, | believe, debated in its basic formas ;; jg t oday
under LB 956. We said, you know, we can do it, we need to do it
because of this reason.  This bill provides for a specific
nunber of branches, it provides that you can have them across
the state, and that everyone can participate. | think that we
know today that, as Senator Warner has said, there is going
be a move inthis direction. It was kind of interesting when

t he .bl I'l was introduced. There were very few people at the
hearing. | recall when if you held a hearing on branched
banking, the hearing had to be "held in this room and the
building was full. I recall one tine when Senator Carpenter
i ntroduced a bill for countywide, citywide and statewide
branching, and they were hanging fromthe rafters. And Senator
Carpenter made the remark, he said, | have never seen such a

Congl oneration of sel f-interests assenbled in one roomin ny
70 years, but the facts are that, a5 tine progressed, the _panks
in this state found that they could live wth some conpetition,

they could live with some change in structure and that as
busi ness changed, as agricul ture changed, banking hgg to change.
Vell, I would much prefer jf | could walk into the First
Natlonal_ Bank in David Gty and still do business Wi&% Paul
Kosch, if | could walk into the First National Bank in | unbus
and do business with J. 0. Peck who used to serve here or Johnny
Peck, | still can see Johnny. |f | could walk into the bank, in
the Col unbus bank and still do business with El ner Bradl ey, but

that is not going to happen. Businesses change, needs change.
The business community in cColumbus has changed subst antially
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since | was a youngster there and you need more access to
capital. You need the flexibility and the fluid ability to nove
capital that these bills provide. Youneedthe entrepreneurship
that goes with branched banking to be sure that you can take

care of the needs of a community. Ladies and gentlenmen, I'm
goi ng to ask you, why did wecreate N FA? We created NIEFA
ecause there was a need, anunmet need. Do youknow why some

of that unmet need was there'? Because jn certain areas of the
state there was not adequate capital for business, for housing
nor for agriculture, so we <created a quasi-governnent
institution and they have issued hundreds of mllions of dollars
of bonds which has raised hundreds of pi|lions of dollars of
capital which has resulted in thousands upon thousands of people
owni ng their own hones.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: well , | adi es and gentl enen, why should the
governnent be involved in this whenwe have private capital

willing to make the investment, willing to expand the
facil'ities, willing to go out in the countrysi ge and do what has
to be done to provide services to the people? Theresources are
t here, the managenent capacity is there, the need is there.
VWhat nmore are we tal king about'? | think it's time to go. Thank
you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, pepbers of the Legislature, for
those of you who haven't been here in the body very long, it may
not appear as if anything has happened but | guess you ghould
know this is an interesting little noment because the issue has
slipped out of the bottle and has run away from +the | obbyvists.
Right now the amount of panic outside the door is wonderfully
imense. Nobody knows what is happeni ng because basically we' re
going to decide this issue. They've been here fighting this
issue on the way it was witten and they have been | obbying Iike
crazy and Senator Warner's amendnent, basically, \was not
contenpl ated by either side which neans at this point for a
limted period of what, like 15 minutes, this decision is going
to be inside the body on our own, so this is a very interesting
nmonent . And someti nmes when you watch the body you can see that
that is happening and sonetimes you can't and that ;5 \what is
happenlng right now, so for me it's a ood day in the
Legislature. Let nme tell you the. |et metel you what | think
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are the argunents on both gjdes of this issue because they

enbrace two dif'ferent philosophies. i
branchi ng whi ch means a bank can branch, tal'?e4%he 0 S tstsatleevg\;gdle
branches and put it anyplace in the state they want t o It is
based on the notion that conpetition is going to be good, that
if a small bank wants to starta charter, I'msorry, want's to
start a branch in Omha, so be it. I falarge pank wants to

send a branchout to a first class City, so beit. Therewill
be the opportunity for conpetition and out of {hat conmpetition
should come |ower rates, better services and the like. " That is
in contrast with the theory behi nd a good deal (f banki n

I egi slation on the other hand which has as its theory the notlo
that banks have to be chartered for particular areas, particular
service areas, that banks are protected in how many charters
there shall be because they perform he function of amassing
capital and you can't have a zillion banks anmassing little bits
of capital and do any good. There is only a limted number . of
banks that can do any good because you' ve got to amass capital
to have a significant holding and | et the bank do its job.

what we say is, you nay start a new bank if you can show a neeg
for it. One of the things a bank charter has to have

showi ng of need to the director in which case, if that showi ng

can be made, a charter will be granted. We also give that
charter an area of |ocational responS|b|I|ty in which we
concl ude t hat they will be there to service the customers jn

that area. The theoryhere being that the banking relationship
is not quite the same as Kwi k Shops where you can drive into one
or another one and get exactly the same services, but that
banking as a service has a |ong-term investment,personal
rel ationships are inmportant, a sense of corporate responsibility
for a particular area to invest in that area, to feel
responsi ble for that area is necessary. Now that is the gener al
tenor of our banking law. The general tenor is banks have a
corporate responsibility to the needs of the comunity and
should service those peeds. I n some senses they have higher
obligations to meet those needs with certain Iaws, and in some
senses they get special treatment because they are servicing
those needs, so that there s a tw-edged sword to banking

| egislation. It depends, | suppose, on which of those two
theories you personally believe.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.
SENATOR LANDIS: ...and I'mgoing to listen to the (gepate here
and reflect on this nyself, but I will tell you this. This is a
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fascinating morning and | personally think that the Legislature
has done the right thing in taking the issue away fromthe | obby
and allowing the issue itself (g pe debated rather than
attenpting to politically shave it gpe way or the other
establishing some crazy quilt of corporate rights through t%
original version of 457. The Legislature is on the right ¢{rack
in looking at this issue faceup and st atew de.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Schmit, please, followed by
Senator Conway. Nay | introduce some guests, first, Senator
Schmt, of Senator Mehrbein'? |n the south bal cony we have
17 fourth grade students from col unbian El ementary School in
Plattsmouth, Nebraska with their teacher. woul d you fol ks
please stand and be recognized. Thank you for visiting ys
today. Senator Schnmit, please.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Yes, Nr. President. Senator Landis makes an
excel I ent point. Thereis only one wayi t could have been

better, Senator Landis. Had the decjsion-naking process on this
floor started on the seventh day of the session rather than on

the...with only seven days left. |t would have been nuch better
for the people of the State of Nebraska and it woul d have been a
little nore elevating for the inmage of the Legislature. There
is nothing wong with that. Decisjons ought to be made on this
floor. Deci si ons ought to be made by those of us who are
elected by the people to represent themand their interest.
Sonetinmes we nake a nistake, sometimes we do the right thing

but it is much preferable to having 30,000 peopl €lgach of us
saying, well, let's take a poll and see what it goes |jke.

Let's see what the people think. The people expect us to use

our own good judgment, to draw upon our experience and our
background and make the decision. They expect us to listen to

them but in the final analysis as has just been demonstrated
here with the Warner amendment, so maybe the battle |ines were
drawn. And all of a sudden Senator WArher cones up with an idea
and he proposes we do sonething different and {pig Legislature
in their conbined wi sdomsaid, yeS, we think that Senator Marner
had a good amendment and we adopted it. Not by very much, but
25is as good as 49. There has been a lot of times | would have
settled for 25 on this floor and | commend Senator Varner, gpnq|

appreci ate Senator Landis's remarks. |t is out here. The issue
is here and it ought to be decided now. Nowwhen someone says
we're not ready for it, someone says, well, wedon't needit, |

come back again.  Whydo you have FHA? "yyy do you have the
Federal Land Bank?  whydo you have NIFA? We'vegot those
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institutions, |adies and gentlenmen, because s?mewhere, someone
will not make a loan, will not do business w th soneone o has

aneed. Youknow what? There have been some feeble attenpts,

very feeble attenpts, not very enthusiastic | night add, to
replace the Franklin Federal Credit Union in gepator Chambers'

district, Senator Lynch's district and Senator Labedz's
district, but | would suggest there will conme a tine if you wll
open it up that someone will nove into that area, i establish
a facility, provide the service, fulfill a npeed and find out
that thereis a substantial amount of business to be done there
that was not being taken care of. previously gnd needs to be
taken care of today. The same thing is true with Bellwood. And

I introduced a bill to allow a cooperative credit to become a
bank. ~ There are, | believe, ahout 20 of the cooperative credits
inthe state. My good friends in NBA said, oh, no we don't
want them Mr. Amen who was the Director of Banking said we
don't want them wedon't needit. Ladies and gentlemen, it was
a small institution, very limted inits ability (o perform a
service for the community. Today it has grown, | believe, ten
tines in deposits over what it was" and it shall continue to
gr ow. And kind of interestingly, it's the only institution in
my county that is locally owned. We all own a little piece of
it. Thereis a littlepride in that. Now there may be a time

we need to go to a larger facility, larger jnpstitution becaus
the bank at Bel |l wood does not have the capacity to take care o
all of the demand for noney that exists there, but it is a |ocal
institution and, bel i eve you e, there is a pride in that

institution that was not there when it was_just a co-op credit
and today it is performing a very vital service. But no one

pressured for that bill except about two institutions fromtwo
I ocal comunities. They cane to me from..

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ... Bellwood, ny local constituents, who said
how about it? Introduced the pil |, became law. | have to
concede it is the only bill | have introduced for ow cit
and ny own county | suppose in the 22 years | have g‘éen Here, |¥
was a good one. I believe that the bill in the present form
today is a gOOd bill. It's not going to cause anyone in the
hinterlands to | ose any business if they want to do busi ness.
remenber the first time that | carried a bill on this floor in

1973 and there were all sorts of admonitions about (he danpgers

of a second auxiliary teller facility, how it would eventually
mean that there was going to be a branch of wha National or
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First National in David City. And Paul Kosch said if | have
bee_n here for 80 years and cannot compete with the Omaha
National, then | ought to go. | ought to pack up my suitcase,
nove out of town.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thankyou.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Conway, please.

SENATCR CONWAY: Thank you, Nr. President and menmbers, | rise in
support of the advancenent of 457 as it is now anmended with the
Warner amendnent. |f we |ook at banking in a once upon 3 time

as we probably developed the strui ture of government for the
State of Nebraska, we had the mentality of having counties

structured in such a way and courthouses positioned in such a
way t hat everﬁone could get there within a half day's ride on 4
horse. Mich of our panking structure, | believe, was also

structured in a simlar fashion® wesnolonger real ly ook at
the banking systemas a function of |ocation or phy5|calI pl ant.
Probably everybody in this room has sonme plastic in their pocket
and they can interact with a financial institution no matter

where they are in theworld. | can renenber |ast summer being
in California and in need of a little cash and | pulled a little

plastic card out of ny pocket that interacts with the electronic
systenms and can interact with nmy bank at that distance. can
do the daily kinds of activities and transactional activities
anywhere in the world. Soas we look at the ever-changin

system of financial activity, whether those services may be cas(}J\
transactions, borrowing against credit lines and so forth for

the typical consumer, the |ocation and t he institution
specifically is not jinstitution specific. I i magi ne nost
everyone that is in business of. . in this body probably deals
with several financial jinstitutions at this point. vyoudon't
have one  financial jnstitution. You hawe one for
“transactionary” activities. | know | havea very sizeable loan

with a financial institution in Maryland. That was the one that
served me best for that particular need. Andsoas you look at
this kind of activity in this ever-changing mentality, that
competition 1 think is healthy. We pave to conpete with
financial institutions fromother states. s ought to allow our
state to position itself in such a way that they” .an structure
in the most efficient manner as possible. Many of the small

financial institutions, | pelijeve, ought to jump on this
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opportunity and take this opportunity to viewit as a time that
they don't have to live and die sinply within the comunity they
are in, but they have the ability to expand jnto other
communities, take their services elsewhere gndbe much broader
in their activities. It's a situation where as we do our
financial business, we...and | don't worry about t¢he financial
institutions with respect to what this means to them

take the average deposit into an institution today, that dep03|t
may or may not rest with that institution, they tha
noney out in a CD via another institution, t he |XSt|tut|on you
borrow frommy be different. Welook at affiliate institutions
where we can go into one institution. They may not be able to
serve the | oan and have it underwitten by another |nst|tut| on,
moving it through their financial institution. hat

concept of banking in structure has changed so nuc to serve ti’ne
public that | don' t...I'mnot at all fearful in venturing into
this statew de branching opportunity for the institutions in the
State of Nebraska, not for the benefit of the institutions, p,t
I firmy believe for the benefit of the citizenry in this state.

We still have a great deal of regulation, we still have the
Iimtationin terms of ny one financi al i nsti utio
overpowering by virtueof the caps that we have, the nu
branches that they have. We stil | have all ¢t hose things in
pl ace, we'

re just sinply saying that the¥ don't have to do
business only within the confines of the city 1imts that they
are currently |located, but have that opportunity to venture out,

again, not for the institution's sake, but for the citizenry of

the State of Nebraska, so | strongly endorse the advancement qf
457 and beli eve that it's a bold step in a positive fashion.
So with that, | hope the body will advance it to E & R Initial.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schmit, would you like to close
on the advancement?' Sepator Schmit, would you like to close on

the advancenent of the bill, pl ease?

SENATOR SCHNIT:  Nr. President and nembers, | believe +that the
bill has been adequately djscussed. | believe that we all
understand the provisions of the bill, I believe understand inq
benefits of the bill. | believe that the bill needs to go to

Select File. There may be sone concerns fromcertain areas
I amsure that we will hear fromthem but certainly, that's ?he

way the _process works. | think that, again, we need to nake
those decisions here on this floor as Senator Landis jngicated.
Senator Warner's amendnment wasa very good amendment. |t

brought the issue full center and focused where it ought (g pe
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LR 378
and | t hink that now we have an opportunity tosay, ;| rjght
956 gave us st at ewi de branched banki nguinder no restri ctlgns’

now we have given you restrictions on branched banki ng statew de

and | think the bill ought to be advanced. | gsk your support.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, and the question is, shall LB 457 be
advanced? All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Say...yes,
a roll call vote has been requested. Sipped my mind for a
monent . Sory. M. Clerk, a roll call vote onit, on the
advancenent of the bill. A call of the house has been

requested. The question is, shall the house go under cali? aj
those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 13 ayes, 1 nay to go under call, Nr. President.
PRESIDENT: The house is under call . Please record your

presence. Those not in the Chanber, please retyrn and record
your presence. Unauthorized personnel, please |eave the floor,

and please return to your seats so we can see wWho i S here. A
reverse order has been requested in the roll call. Please
record your presence. Thank you. looking for Senator Mmre,
Senator  Bernard-Stevens. Looking for Senator Scofield, Senator
Whrbein, Senator... Still looking for Senator Moore and
Senator Scofield and Senator Wehrbein. W' relooking for
Senator Wehrbein. — (Njike off. ) ...the only one we're waiting
for. Do you wi sh toproceed or do you Wwish to wait? genator
Wehrbein is here and the question, |adies and gentlenen, Is
advancenent of the bill and a roll call vote in reverse order
has been requested. 5o, please hold it down so the Clerk can
hear your response. Nr. Clerk, roll call in reverse order.

CLERK;  (Read .roll call vote. See page 1658 of the Legislative
Journal.) 18 ayes, 25 nays, Nr. President, gn the motion to
advance the bill.

PRESI DENT: The bill fails to advance. Anvthing for the record
at this time, M. Clerk? ything

fCLERK:Se Nr . E||=>resi dent, hél do. R l:\al;8 President, | have a notion
rom nat or ner to withdraw . i i
That's all' that | have, Nr. President. That will be laid over.

PRESIdDENT: Al right, we' Il nove on to LB 1221. Thecall is
ral sed.
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amendment and put that in 976.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the Pirsch
amendment, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, I have a request up there to
divide the question on this amendment. This amendment is in
three parts and I would like to divide it so that we take each
one of the three parts separately.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Pirsch and Senator Chambers, would you
like to come up and discuss this for a moment. (Mike off.)
...recognizes Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: I move that we recess until one~-thirty.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You've heard the motion to recess until

one-thirty. All in favor say aye. Opposed no. Ayes have it,
motion carried, we are recessed. (Gavel.)
RECESS

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING
CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Mr. Clerk, would you remind us where we were before
we recessed for lunch.

CLERK: Mr. President, may I read some items for the record.
Mr. President, new resclutions. (Read brief explanations of
LR 403, LR 404, LR 405, LR 406. See pages 1661-64 of the

Legislative Journal.)

Senator Conway has amendments to or a motion to reconsider the
Warner amendment to LB 457. That will be laid over. Amendments
to be printed to LB 1059 by Senator Abboud. (See page 1664 of
the Lzgislative Journal.)

The where we were with respect to LB 976, Senator Pirsch had

offered her amendment, AM2843. Senator Chambers had requested a
division of that amendment. That request was pending.
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